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The Genre Paintings of Taiwan’s Aboriginal Society and Culture at the Beginnings of
Taiwanese History: An Historical Interpretation

Summary

This work is based on the Fan-she ts'ai-feng-1'u ( The Genre Paintings of Taiwan’s Aboriginal Peoples), a
w:;ri: among the holdings of the Academia Sinica, originally titled T’ai-fan t'u-shuo ( An IHlustrated Account of
Taiwan’s Aboriginal Peoples). These paintings, in combination with other documents and illustrations, are the basis
for an investigation into Taiwan's earliest history, society and culture. Sources used date as late as the nineteenth
century, but the work itself focuses on the one hundred and fifty years between 1600 and 1750.

With regards to the genre paintings of this period, I believe there are at least ten varieties, among which eight
may be considered very accurate reflections of aboriginal society and culture. The paintings used in this work were
ordered and bound into a single volume by Liu Shih Ch'i, Supervising Censor to Taiwan from 1744 to 1747, Although
incomplete, yet, with the exception of the wood-cuttings found in the Tilo-hsien-chih (Gazette of Tilo County ,1717),
this collection is the earliest among the genre paintings of aboriginal culture. That this is so is proved in chapter one.

Liu Shih Ch'i’s motive in requesting these paintings, perhaps no more than a lingering curiosity, is unclear.
Nevertheless, he has produced a historical treasure detailing a world two-hundred and fifty years since passed. In
view of this, the second chapter of the present work gives a brief history of his stay in Taiwan, looking back at his
orders, his duties, his inspection tours, his fellow officials, his recall to the mainland, as well as the Fan-she 1s‘ai-feng-
t'uitself. In this regard, I have attempted to reconstruct the history of his three years in Taiwan.

The third, fourth, and fifth chapters are the focus of this work. Based on the paintings of the Fan-she ts ‘ai-feng-
t'u, I have atempted to analyze the society and culture of the plains aborigines. The third chapter looks at the physi-
cal characteristics of the aborigines, including their size, height, moustaches and beards, as well as various native
customs such as tattooing and the stretching of their car lobes, In addition, there is a brief discussion of certain re-
search materials of which 1 made use.

Chapter four discusses hair styles, clothing, and apparel. The subjects of this chapter include the way in which
the aborigines styled their hair, wore their clothes, ornamented their heads and bodies, as well as the earlier practice
of wearing no clothes at all. From these traits, we may discern whether the subjects of the paintings are plains abo-
rigines, mountain aborigines, or Han Chinese, They are also valuable clues for ascertaining the aborigines age, mari-
tal status, and possible religious or spiritual beliefs.

Chapter five looks at the life of the plains aborigines, including their villages, homes, and views on age and sex.
1 will discuss the relation between age stratification and the maintainence of social order, as well as the matriarchal
nature of plains aboriginal society. Ample evidence suggests that both were important aspects of life among the
plains aborigines.

Chapter six is dedicated to the Dutch and Chinese presence during the one-hundred and fif} ty year period be-
tween 1600 and 1750. Contact with these agressive, expansionist forces compelled the aborigines to abandon an era
of primitive coexistence and enter directly into one of empire and internationalism, In this new era, the aborigines
were exposed to oppressions of a political, economic, military and cultural nature. Briefly put, the abongmes learned
to become Chinese, leaving behind their language, their faith, as well as many of their native customs,

What, if any, aspects of plains aboriginal culture still remain? This is a topic well worth i investigation. Our work

in this ficld has just begun.
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