Ruins of Yin (Oracle Bones)

Oracle bone inscriptions, carvings or writings on tortoise
shells and animal scapulae, are known as the earliest
mature writing system in China. They were mainly used for
divination, while a few of them were to keep records of
events.
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Longshan Culture (ca. 26"-21% Century B.C.)

Longshan Culture took its name from
Longshan, Licheng County in Shandong
Province, where it was first identified in
the 1930s. The most representative cultur-
al remains are the exquisite black pottery
pieces, with walls as thin as eggshells.

Western Zhou (Mid-11*" Century-771 B.C.) —=

After the Zhou Kingdom defeated the Shang King in the 11t
century B.C. and established the Zhou dynasty, they created
the state of Wei in the former heartland of Shang to subjugate
the remaining Shang power. This display shows artifacts found
in an unplundered tomb and remains from a large chariot pit
of this principality.
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Eastern Zhou (771-221 B.C.)

Artifacts excavated from noble tombs
of the Jin state at Shan-piao-chen
site, Henan Province. These tombs
were from the middle Spring and
Autumn to the early Warring States
period (late 7t'-late 5% century B.C.),
and the artifacts give a picture of the
ritual, musical, martial, and material

culture of that time.
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Ruins of Yin
(Late 14*"-Mid-11* Century B.C.)

The Ruins of Yin are located on either side of the banks of
the Huan River to the northwest of Anyang, Henan Province.
They are the remains of the capital of the Shang dynasty
from over 3,000 years ago. The excavation of this Shang
dynasty site heralded the beginning of Chinese archaeology.
Here you can see the already considerably developed crafts-
manship of the Shang people, as well as the oracular records
they carved on animal bones and tortoise plastrons.
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204 Artifacts from Ethnic Groups of Southwest China
203 Archives of the Grand Secretariat “ Artifacts, photos, and books about ethnic groups of south-
west China, showing the interaction between human and the

Official documents and documents on civil service ° ° I
examination from the Archives of the Grand Secre- H IStorlca Space environment, identity and differences of different ethnic
groups, as well as their rituals.

tariat of the Qing dynasty. These include a variety of
records such as imperial edicts, memorials, and
golden placards of civil service examination.

Nuo God and Nuo Goddess

The Small Golden Placard of the Civil Palace Examination in 1847
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205 Rubbings

Rubbings collected by IHP, includ-
ing stele inscriptions, epitaphs, pic-

202 Rare Texts

Collections at the Fu Ssu-nien Library of IHP, including rare [ ] —
books, commentaries and manuscripts from famous schol- }Av{ %3 torial reliefs, full-surface bronze
ars, folk literature, as well as rare and early periodicals. & Image of Sakyamuni with rubbings and Buddhist statuary
M Inscription Erected by Song steles.
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I 206 Taiwan Archaeology

] This area demonstrates the achievements of
j our researchers on Taiwanese archeology. With
' aids from modern science, they have studied

about the temporal-spatial background, ethnic
relations, social development, bio-adaptability,
village patterns and trade behaviors of the
ancient Taiwanese. There are also displays
about their engagement in the rescue and
preservation of archeological treasures and
educational work.

Bi Yun Ji

201 Han Dynasty Wooden Slips from Edsen-gol

Wooden slips excavated from remnants of beacon towers in

northwest China reflect aspects of the military system, daily ,

life, and culture of local military personnel and civilians in the Monthly and Seasonal Records of Military Supplies from Kuang-ti South Platoon

defensive fronts of the Han Empire (206 B.C.-220 A.D.). in the Yong-ytian Era (93-95 A.D.) Jar with Angular Shoulder
and Flat Bottom




