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Boro-tsonch (which in Mongolian means "ash mound")
in the lower reaches of the Edsen-gol River. Following
this discovery, more than 10,000 Han wooden slips
were found at sites such as A8 Mu-durbeljin, A32
Limes Gate, A33 Ulan-durbeljin, and A35
Taralingin-durbeljin. Since this region belonged to the
District of Chii-yen or Chien-shui of Chang-yeh
Commandery during the Han dynasty, the excavated
wooden slips are referred to as "Han Chii-yen wooden
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Border Defense

Emperor Wu (r.140-87 B.C.) repeatedly sent troops
across the frontier to fight the Hsiung-nu. After many
campaigns, he finally defeated them, conquering the
land west of the Yellow River, and established four
commanderies there: Wu-wei, Chang-yeh, Chiu-ch’ iian
and Tun-huang. Apart from sending settlers into the
frontier land, he also built beacon structures and post
stations all over the North and Northwest, and
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stationed soldiers in these regions to guard the border

These slips provide a rich new source of information . . . .
and engage in farming. Aside from frontier horsemen,

for the study of Han dynasty history. They vividly
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life of local military personnel and civilians from
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approximately the mid-Western Han to the early
Eastern Han.

HAN DYNASTY WOODEN SLIPS FROM
EDSEN-GOL

Wang Kuo-weli, the great scholar of late Ch'ing and
early Republic, called the discovery of inscribed
wooden slips from the Han (206 B.C.-220 A.D.) and
Chin (265-420) periods one of the four great academic
discoveries in early twentieth century China.

Monthly and Seasonal Records of Military Supplies from the
Kuang-ti South Platoon in the Yung-yiian Era (93-95A.D.)

In 1930, Chinese and Swedish scholars of the

Sino-Swedish Scientific Expedition investigated Han
beacon structures along the Edsen-gol River in Kansu
Province. On April 28th of that year, a team member,
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Center and Periphery

In order to effectively support the defence of frontier
fortresses with quick communications, as well as
warning and commands signals, the Han dynasty (206
B.C.—220 A.D.) built roads and established post
stations between the interior prefectures and
principalities and the northwestern frontier fortresses.
Furthermore, the imperial Minister of Finance and the
interior prefectures and principalities continuously sent
soldiers, foodstuffs, equipment and money to the
frontier fortresses. Garrison soldiers and their families
were separated by thousands of miles and wrote
frequently to each other. Much information from
government orders to mundane details of personal lives
can be found in the wooden slips.
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Daily Life

The Edsen-gol Han dynasty wooden slips contain
abundant data on the daily lives of officials and
soldiers. They are highly reliable records of their
family structures, clothes, food, housing and travel,
illnesses and treatments, religious beliefs as well as
debts, litigation, quarrels, disappearances and killings.
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Report on Granting Officer Cheng She Leave of
Absence Due to the Death of His Father, 42 B.C.
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Cultural Dissemination

When Emperor Wu (r.140-87 B.C.) conquered the land
to the west of the Yellow River, large numbers of Han
settlers settled there, displacing local nomadic tribes.
Prefectures and districts were established and soldier
farmers were sent to guard the frontier. Large
quantities of objects belonging to Chinese cultural
relics of farmer-soldiers, including books, poetry on
wooden slips and educational materials were left in
frontier defence towns like Chii—yen, Tun-huang. Their
presence clearly indicates the spread of Chinese
culture.
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Wooden Talismans

Residents of the Frontier Fortresses

Chii-yen belonged to Chang-yeh, one of four
commanderies west of the Yellow River established by
Emperor Wu of the Han (r.140-87 B.C.) in the
northwest frontier. In order to consolidate the
northwest frontier defence, paupers and criminals east
of the Han Ku Pass were sent to the frontier. Men from
all over the empire also took turns as frontier garrison
soldiers. A large number of these men settled there
permanently. Han Chinese came into close contact with
the Ch’iang, the Hsiung-nu, and various other people
in the regions west of Tun-huang; hence, records
excavated at Chii-yen contain considerable information
regarding the non-Chinese who lived in the region.

The “Records of Geography™ in the Han Shu states that
“the residents [form west of Wu-wei] were the poorest
from the east of Han Ku Pass. Some were prone to
excessive acts of vengeance; others were rebellious and
unjust. They and their families, each with greatly
differing customs and habits, were transferred here.”
They left behind wooden slips from which differing
lifestyles may be pieced together.
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