il o0 I

e
#
5]

ERNBFHEES NE) &
EBASR KB, - REEE
(MRBA®Y R:ER~/N\RK -
FnhEANS - BERE - B
EE2EHRFE (EB) ~ (=
M) - URFEBAAN -~ FHEE
BF<0REEF  HRFEF AR
EREBMRE -

EREE - HEZHHFERSHEY
B (&) ~ (%) ~An -~
ARG HBRT —ERTE
WEZE  FHAEFHEREZVH
EETXEMATENRE & &R
NHRBEE -

FARERTRBERL  URE -E
E REREBER (BF) ~ (&
MY ~ NBFXMASNKIG - B
MAE  ZHEEETEHERNE
hE - UEEEENE o

In the Han dynasty, basic literacy instruction was known as
xiaoxue (the minor learning), while more advanced
education was called daxue (the great learning). In Simin
yueling (Monthly Instructions for the Four Classes of
Peoples), Cui Shi wrote that in the first and eighth months,
“young children were to enter xiaoxue and study written
texts.” This is referred to learning from primers such as
Cangjie and Jjjiu (The Handy Primer), as well as studying
multiplication tables and liujia (the sexagenary cycle) used
to calculate dates. Of these subjects, literacy was regarded
as the most important.

Numerous fragmentary slips from Juyan and Dunhuang
contain exercise copying passages from Cangjie and Jijiu,
multiplication tables, and the sexagenary cycle. A relatively
well-preserved writing brush was also discovered. Together,
these finds indicate that from the middle of the Western Han
to the early Eastern Han (2" century BCE-15t century CE),
clerks and soldiers stationed on the frontier took the
advantage of their posting to acquire a basic education.

This special exhibition features Han wooden slips, tablets,
and gu (polyhedral tablets) excavated at Juyan that were
used to practice copying the Cangjie and Jijiu, the
sexagenary cycle, and multiplication tables in clerical,
cursive, and seal scripts. It also includes a selection of slips
and tablets notable for their exquisite calligraphy, especially
for the enjoyment of calligraphy enthusiasts.
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Museum of the Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

The Way
to Literacy

Han Dynasty Literacy
Education as Revealed
by Wooden Slips
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0 BE B | Exhibition Description
1 £ B ZFSJE | Writing Brush and
Traces of Writing Practice

2 AP F X | The Sexagenary Cycle
AT | Multiplication Tables

3 ZFE | Primers

4 B F | Writing-Practice Slips
5 %2 | Clerical Script

6 EZ | cursive Script

7 RE | Seal Script
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A Han dynasty stone carving from Yinan
county, Shandong, depicts an official with
a writing brush pinned in his hair and a
writing knife hanging
from his waist.
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